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Court Deries King
His Lawyer's Fees

stade sppellate court in Los Ange-

les has ruled that Rodney G.
King, whosc 1991 beating at the
harets of Les Angeles Police Depart-
| ment officers was captored on video-
| tape, cannot collect court-awarded
atlormey fees in a lawsnitl slemming
from the event.

In an uppublished decison, the Zod
District Court of Appeal ruled Moo
dhiry that the oneyear sahute of Imits-
fions on legal malpractice cases
basred King from ing S1.6 mak
lion i court-awarded sttorney feee
King u Lermar, B139783 (Cal App.
20 Ditst., Oct. 2, 2001).

In April 1994, King won 53.8 million
in a civikrights case agams! the city of
Los Angeles. King & Los Angeles,
CVo91-2497 (C.D. Cal, 1984). Since
then, he has been embroded in civil
suits over fees, in part because of
vagueness in their compensation

Although Tuesday’s ruling is a v

ruling is a vic-
tory for Steven A Lerman, the Bever-
Iy Hills bawyer remains gutraged that
he was sued at 2ll, and he lambasted
other attorneys who hive represented
Kimgr smoe the beating.
i *I'm the only lawyer who ever
| helped him who didn't screw him.”
Lerman said. "There are some bol-
tomrfecdars out there wio think that
suing other lawyers is a good way o
et a day's pay.”

He suid he phins to go afber King for
mmﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂu:‘::n Henee L
& atlprneys,
Campbell and Alvin L. Piltan, both
af Los Angeles, were not pnmetlintely
avaiable Wednesday They are among
more than two dozen alforneys King
| Lerman's attorney, begal fees expert
Keith Fink, argued that federal cral
| rights stefute 42 ULSC. Section 1988
| alkowrs coarts o grant attorney foes to
prevailing partics as a means of
| encouraging lawyers to take civil-

righis cases,
| "It wasn't meant to be a windfall to
‘ plaintiffs,” Fink sad.

Kaonetheless, Fink said, attorneys
taking crabrights cases should specy
in their compensalion agréements
that courtawardad fees belong to the
| — Chla. Fead




